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Chapter Four

Time of God’s Redemptive Plan

Why study prophecy?  In Matthew 4:4 (Deuteronomy 8:3b), our Lord Jesus Christ said that man shall live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.  The entire Word of God centers on Christ, His return and the establishment of His kingdom.  The prophecies from the Old and New Testament (a detailed view in the book of Revelation), reveals God's ultimate plan and His perfect will for man.  What could be more important?

	Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 	things which are written in it; for the time is near.” (Revelation 1:3)

God says that individuals who study prophecy, understand it, and retain it will be blessed.  It is by and through the study of prophecy that one can realize that the time of His return is near, and, in turn, be prepared.  In this, one will be blessed with an abundant entrance into the kingdom of the heavens. 

	And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that 	shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 	

knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 

for prophecy never came from the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:19-21)

Prophesy in the Word will continue to point to the source of all truth — Christ— until He returns in glory.  Prophecy is the Light that God has given us as a guide in this time of darkness.  When Jesus walked the earth, He spoke repeatedly of His second coming and His future millennial kingdom.  We see this in all four of the Gospels.  This is of great importance for Christians to know; otherwise, Christ would not have mentioned it so many times. 

The main reason to study prophecy is so that we can know the approximate time period of our Lord’s return and in turn watch and be ready for His appearing.  He loves us so much that He gave His Spirit and His Word, even sacrificed Himself for us, so that we will enter into the kingdom that He has prepared for those who love Him and long for His return.  Although we will not know the exact day and hour of His return, we are given ample warning of the proximity of the close of this age to let us know that His return is near. 

Therefore, when one says he is not interested in prophecy or in the Lord’s return, he is acknowledging that he has little interest in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And when one says he does not believe in the Lord’s return, he is denying the Word of God.  Because of the destructive work of the leaven throughout this dispensation, Satan has been successful in keeping the Word of the kingdom (the gospel of glory) from ever being mentioned in most local churches.  Many churches today preach continually on salvation of the spirit (eternal salvation), of eternal damnation, baptisms, church programs, of laying on hands, of the resurrection of the dead (Hebrews 6:1, 2); but then stop there. The future millennial kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ is completely neglected.  One cannot preach the gospel and leave out half of the good news.  Christians must give the whole counsel of God, both the gospel of grace and the gospel of glory.  Leaving out the gospel of glory will not only produce ample confusion in the interpretation of Scripture, but it will also exclude the Christian’s purpose and hope as they pertain to the coming Messianic Era. 

After His resurrection, Jesus Christ gave what is known as the great commission to eleven of His disciples, a commission that extends to all Christians, saying,

	Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 	Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 	have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 
	(Matthew 28:19, 20)

This is a commandment to all servants of God, then and now.  Making disciples involves three steps:	
	 1) going to all people of all the nations 
	 2) baptizing them (an acknowledgment of their birth from above)  
	 3) teaching them to observe all things that Jesus had taught and commanded 

What did Jesus teach and command?  Primarily, He preached “the gospel (good news) of the kingdom” (Matthew 4:23; Acts 1:1-3).  In the book of Matthew alone, the word “kingdom” appears over forty times.  Therefore, Christians are commanded to make disciples of other Christians, which primarily involves making them aware of His coming kingdom and how to participate in it.

God said in Amos 3:7, “Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.” 

This means that God, through prophecy, will first reveal his secret to his servants before he does anything at all.  And it is through the study of prophesy that we will know all truth pertaining to His plan and purpose for our lives. 

Is this world coming to an end?  What does the future hold?  What is going to happen next?  
There is order in the plan and purpose of God, and Scripture points to the next prophetic event — the removal of the Church. 

Since the fall of Adam, God’s redemptive plan for man has been in effect.  God will redeem His people back to the position for which they were originally created, but they have to desire it and work for it.  Man has a choice.  We should take into account what happened to Jacob (Brave Heart) and the unprofitable servant.  Each received a just payment for their decision and service to the Lord.  Consider what your decision is for the Lord.  Consider that Day when you will stand face to face with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As one looks at the structure of the Bible, it is clear to see that it has a beginning and an end, with different time periods and dispensations.  The word dispensation is the Greek word oikonomia (G3622) meaning “administration (of a household); specifically an economy or stewardship.”  A dispensation is an administration or a stewardship within a period of time during which God is allowing man to be tested in order to determine his ability to rule the earth. 

Within each dispensation or stewardship (meaning house management), God governed His people differently.  For example, God's dealings with the Jews are very different from His dealings with the Gentiles, and both of these are dealt with differently than the Church.  For instance, the laws and orders of worship for the Jews are separate and distinct and do not apply to the Church.  Also, God’s dealings with man after Pentecost, with the gift of the Spirit, are different from His dealings with man before Pentecost.  Therefore, according to the Scriptures, the Lord administered different messages to different groups (Gentiles, Jews and the Church) in three periods of time.  There are three dispensations consisting of 2000 years each that complete 6,000 years of the history of man known as Man’s Day, from Adam to the removal of the Church.  And these three dispensations covering 6,000 years of Man’s Day completes one age.

The word age is the Greek word aion (G165) meaning “course, duration of time — past, present or future; often translated “world”— the ages.”  Scripture refers to only two periods of time or two ages that exist and it is presented within the six days of creation followed by a seventh day of rest in Genesis 1:1-2:3.  One age covers a period of six thousand years [Man’s Day] and the other age covers a period of one thousand years [the Lord’s Day], the Messianic Era.  Within these two ages covering a span of 7000 years, there are four dispensations. 

The first dispensation begins with the creation of Adam and ends with the tower of Babel.   Due to Adam’s fall, man proved unfit to exercise dominion, and this dispensation ended in judgment, first with Adam & Eve being cast out of the garden and then again with the descendants of Noah being scattered abroad over the face of the earth when they began to build the tower for their own glory, without the leadership of God.  This dispensation involved God’s dealings with all of mankind, which ended in judgment.

Each dispensation that followed thereafter also ended in judgment.  In addition, it is prophesied in Scripture that the current dispensation in which we live will end in judgment as well.  And this judgment, for Israel and the Gentiles (unsaved), will be seven years of tribulation on earth, such as never before been seen.  During this time of trouble on earth, Christians will face Christ at His judgment seat in heaven. 

The second dispensation, known as the dispensation of law, begins with a different approach regarding God’s dealings with man for his redemption.  God elects one individual, Abram (later changed to Abraham) to be the one through whom all people would be blessed.  Through Abraham and his seed, which is the nation of Israel, God’s revelation is to be recorded by the nation.  He also gives to Israel His laws and promises.  Finally, God gives His Son, who is the living Word of God, to Israel; and, this dispensation ends in the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  Later, in 70 A.D., God punishes Israel with the destruction of Jerusalem.  This time period, which involves God’s dealings with the Jews, will last nearly 2,000 years — shy of seven years, which will be dealt with in the future during the seven year Tribulation, and ending in judgment.

The third dispensation opens with the creation of the “one new man in Christ,” neither Jew nor Gentile, but the two forming the Church.  Israel is set aside temporarily and God gives the responsibility to the Church to be ministers of God’s Word to the ends of the earth.  The remnant of Israel will one day inherit their earthly promise and those within the Church, who prove to be faithful, will inherit the heavenly promise.  We are living in the third dispensation now, and God says that it will end in judgment as well.  Our Most High God has revealed in His Word what is to come — a prophesy that is certain to be exact.  Therefore, we must turn our attention to the Word of God.  Biblical prophecy is the only reliable source connecting the past and the future.  And within prophesy it is revealed numerous times that we are most assuredly living in the last days.  A period of 2,000 years since Pentecost, and three dispensations totaling 6,000 years is coming to pass. 

The fourth dispensation will be the kingdom age, which will last for one thousand years and involves God dealing with all three groups: Jews, Gentiles and the Church as a whole.  God will give the kingdom to His Son, and He will begin His rule and reign along with His elect over the earth. 

Several current trends provide insight on just how close we are to the end times.  No one can dispute the fact that the present world system considers true Bible doctrine obsolete.  The Church has essentially abandoned biblical prophecy altogether, leaving the message of Christ's second return and the kingdom age almost entirely unspoken.  Today, most local churches have fallen away from “the faith.” 

	Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving 	heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 

speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 
(1 Timothy 4:1-3)

The world today, an ungodly evil society, is more closely aligned with the enemy of our soul.  Another eye opener is the economic downfall of world societies.  Corruption and deception in global financial markets and governments have led to this downfall.  Greed, both corporate and individual, has become prominent throughout the world. 

	But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 	and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
(1 Timothy 6:9, 10)

The end times’ name used in Revelation to describe our world today is “Babylon.” Although this will involve a literal place in the future during the Tribulation, this name is also used as the symbol to describe the godless global system, which will reach the pinnacle of God’s wrath. 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 

traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 

having a form of godliness but denying its power.  And from such people turn away! 
(2 Timothy 3:1-5)

God's chosen people, Israel have been the center of attention in the world.  The enemies of the Jewish people are clearly seen in the news through the spectrum of biblical prophecy. But the evil ambitions of the nations that rage against God, His city and the Jewish people will one day be brought down.  By comparing biblical prophecy with current trends, it is evident that we are very near the end of this age.  The Middle East problem today, with Israel in the midst of the Moslem nations (a place they are not supposed to be until Christ Himself returns them to their land) exists because of Israel’s disobedience (Isaiah 1:2ff, described as “sick, wounded”).  Satan uses the surrounding Gentile nations, which are under his control, in his effort to destroy Israel.  

This is why there is an escalating problem in the Middle East today, one in which the surrounding nations rage against Israel seeking to destroy her.  This Middle East problem, along with the present worldwide economic turmoil, will end with Christ’s return in the air to remove Christ’s Church (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).  Then, after her judgment, Christ opens the seven-sealed scroll, which will begin the events of the Tribulation and the Antichrist coming to power (all of which God has decreed) in order to bring Israel to the place of repentance, whereby God can finally restore her to Himself. 

As Christians, our viewpoint should be quite different than that of the world.  As we see these events unfolding and matters getting worse, we are to be joyful in a sense, because of that which is to follow — the return of our Lord Jesus Christ and the removal of the Church.  Our hearts should be saddened by the ungodliness of this dark world, yet we are to be excitingly joyful that God has a much better place prepared for those who love Him.  And those who want to live godly lives in the midst of an evil world must be prepared for persecution and suffering.  God does not promise us deliverance from persecution and suffering, but deliverance through it.  He allows trials in order to develop our capacity to reign with Him in His kingdom.  We have much to look forward to, if we prepare ourselves and are ready.  Through God, we can overcome adversities in our lives. 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. (Matthew 6:33)

Part One
Man’s Day: 6,000 Years

In order to properly understand the timeline in which God set His plan of redemption for man, we must start where God started — in the beginning, in the book of Genesis.  The creation of the heavens and the earth was not a random event, but was always in the plans and purposes of God.    All three persons of the trinity were there for the implementation and purpose of the creation.  The heavens were created first with the purpose of ruling over the earth and so that Christ would have rulership over all.

	. . . your kingdom shall be assured to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules.
	(Daniel 4:26)

	Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool . . . .” (Isaiah 66:1)

And the heavens and the earth were created perfectly and not in vain, but to be inhabited. 

	For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens, who is God, who formed the earth 	and made it, who has established it, who did not create it in vain, who formed it to be 	inhabited; “I am the Lord and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:18)

Following the creation of the heavens and the earth, God then created the angels, assigning His messianic angel, Lucifer, to be ruler over the earth.  This messianic angel became Satan, who originated sin against God, leading a third of the created angels away from God.   It was Satan who caused the earth to become void and in chaos.

	You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on the holy 	mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. 

You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you.

	By the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence within, and you sinned. 	Therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God; and I destroyed you, 	O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. (Ezekiel 28:14-16)

	The earth was without form, and void; and darkness (evilness) was on the face of the 	deep. (Genesis 1:2)

So it is then that the ruined creation was restored beginning with the heavens and the earth, then man and all living things were created.  God created all things through Christ and for Christ and from the beginning it was purposed that Christ and His co-heirs would have rulership one day. 

	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 	

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. (John 1:1-3)

	For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 	invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were 	created through Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:16)

God’s work of restoration for the ruined creation resulted in six days of work followed by a seventh day of rest, and on the sixth day this work of restoration included the creation of man.

	Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 	have dominion . . .” 

Then God saw everything He had made, and indeed it was very good.  So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them were finished. 

And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. (Genesis 1:26a, 31; 2d: 1, 2)

Then, immediately after the fall of man, God began a work of restoring ruined man.  And in dealing with the restoration of ruined man, although the numeric pattern stays the same, the duration of days change.  In God’s like-pattern, He would continue this restoration for six 
thousand years of work, followed by a seventh one-thousand year of rest.  Each of the six days of work will be one thousand years in length, followed by a thousand years of rest (1000 year reign of Christ), and afterwards the eternal ages will begin.

In comparing Scripture with Scripture, the meaning of it is this: that in six thousand years from the creation of man, the Lord will bring all things to an end, for with Him one day is as a thousand years, as God so testifies:

	But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 	years, and a thousand years as one day. (2 Peter 2:8)

Then, at the end of six thousand years, the millennial Rest will begin, which will last for a period of one thousand years. Just as the works of all the creation had been finished in six days, their duration in their present condition was fixed to six thousand years.  By the same analogy, this long period of restoration will be succeeded by a joyful Sabbath of a thousand years, in which Christ along with His saints will reign upon the earth.  And it is therefore of great importance to see why God sanctified the seventh day, as the day of Rest — a history of the past — and a prophesy of the future. 

	Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His 	work which God had created and made. (Genesis 2:3)

And this is the same pattern that God uses in setting required times and feasts to be celebrated and remembered by the Jewish people:

	Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy 	convocation. You shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your 	dwellings. (Leviticus 23:3)

God's promise to Israel for the inheritance of Canaan, the Promised Land, was a promise of rest to all those who were obedient to Him:

	So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers and 	they took possession of it and dwelt in it. 

The Lord gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand. 

Not a word failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass. 	(Joshua 21:43-45)

This Promise Land is a type (pattern) of the future kingdom on earth for the nation of Israel and is also a type of the future kingdom of heaven for the bride (overcoming Christians), given as an example for all Christians to realize.  Entering and conquering the land enabled Israel to experience God’s rest, which He had promised to the Israelites from the beginning.  The author of Hebrews equates this Old Testament concept of rest with entering into Christ’s rest, that is, His future millennial kingdom:

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 

For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them (Israel); but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.

 For we who have believed do enter that rest . . .

For He has spoken in 	a certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from all His works”. . .

Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience, 

again He designates a certain day . . . . (Hebrews 4:1-7)

Clearly, the Day of Rest pertains to the seventh day, the seventh one thousand year period also known as the Messianic Era.  The Seventh Day is the time during which God declares the consummation of this age and begins the Messianic Era.  Man’s Day is the age beginning with the creation of man, Adam, and runs until Christ returns for His Church, which is the end of the age, a span of 6,000 years. 

Chapters five through nine of Genesis cover ten generations from Adam to Noah.  Scripture reveals the truths through types (examples) of the three dispensations, including the coming Tribulation and the Messianic Era.  It is interesting to see in the genealogical listing from Adam to Noah that these were designed to mark certain key figures for purposes of connection, for tying together two great periods.  The reason for this particular order has to do with man’s restoration (redemption) after his fall:

1. Salvation through death and shed blood (Abel) reveals man’s spiritual salvation.

2. The removal of a man (Enoch) from earth to heaven before the Flood reveals the removal of the Church before the Tribulation.

3. A man (Noah) left behind, but saved through the Flood reveals the nation of Israel being saved through the Tribulation. 
	
Note that Enoch foreshadows all Christians and that he was raptured to heaven before the Flood. 
He was the seventh from Adam [Jude 14].  Scripture uses the number “seven” to indicate “completeness for that which is in view.”  The genealogical listing from Genesis 5:1-25 forms seven genealogies totaling 5,879 years:

	1.  Adam 930 years (Genesis 5:5)
	2.  Seth 912 years (Genesis 5:8)
	3.  Enosh 905 years (Genesis 5:11)
	4.  Cainan 910 years (Genesis 5:14)
	5.  Mahalalel 895 years (Genesis 5:17)
	6.  Jared 962 years (Genesis 5:20)
	7.  Enoch 365 years (Genesis 5:23)

Following this, man’s wickedness upon the earth was great, as angels in the kingdom of Satan took wives from the female descendants of Adam [Genesis 6:1-4]; therefore, God commenced   judgment upon the earth in order to cleanse it (in the Flood) from this corruption of the human race, a distortion of the husband-wife relationship that God initially established.  The disruption of this divinely established relationship (the pattern of the manner in which man will conduct his appointed rule in the future kingdom) was the way Satan selected to prevent man from ascending the throne.  However, before the Flood, God extended a grace period of 120 years before disbursing His wrath.  

As recorded prior to the Flood in Genesis 6:3, the Lord said:

	My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be 	one hundred and twenty years. 

The total number of years from Adam to Enoch until the Flood (5,879 years plus the grace period of 120 years) equals to 5,999 years—one year short of 6,000 years.  Therefore, God patterned these genealogies in specific order and highlighted these seven individual’s life spans for a specific reason — to reveal the timeline of the end of the age and the removal of the Church.  Furthermore, the three generations following Enoch bring the whole matter to a close, with Israel restored and opening the Messianic Era. 

Another interesting viewpoint to consider is that this “grace period of 120 years” alone reveals the length of time assigned for Man’s Day, a time after Adam’s death and right before the rapture of the Church, which occurs immediately before the “flood” (the Tribulation) is poured out upon the earth.  This is the allotted time that God gave to mankind to work out their own salvation (Philippians 2:12b).  Within the Leviticus laws, God commanded that every fifty years be considered one jubilee.  The word jubilee is the Hebrew word yobel (H3104) meaning “the blast of a trumpet; the signal of the silver trumpets — rams horn, trumpet;” and terua (H8643) meaning “acclamation of joy or a battle-cry; especially clangor of trumpets, as an alarm.” On the fiftieth year (a jubilee) it was considered a Sabbath year of rest.  When God gave them His feasts, which He taught the Jewish people that they were to celebrate and keep throughout their generations. The feasts have to do with redemption, for both Israel and their land. 


	That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what 	grows of its own accord, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine. For it is the 	Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you shall eat its produce from the field.
 (Leviticus 25:11)

In the year of Jubilee, every fiftieth year, the Israelites were to proclaim liberty, which meant specifically that all debts were canceled, all Israelites who sold themselves into slavery were freed, and all unredeemed land reverted back to its original owner.  The year of Jubilee then has to do with the Jewish people who will one day be restored to their land.  It has to do with Christ, the Lamb slain, found worthy to open the scroll and redeem the land, the earth at the end of the age.  It has to do with the redemption of the inheritance (the earth) and with marriage (God and Israel; Christ and His bride). 

Therefore if you take one jubilee (50 years) and multiply it by 120 years of Man’s Day, the result is 6,000 years.  Within this grace period of six thousand years, God provided man the opportunity to follow Him and allow the Spirit of God to do His work, in order to prepare for the Sabbath year of rest — the Messianic Era.

Man has been given 6,000 years to perform good works in accordance with the Holy Spirit, and at the end of this time, the trumpet of God will sound proclaiming the end of the age.  At that time, the overcomers, following determinations at the judgment seat of Christ, will no longer have a nature animated by the flesh, but by the Holy Spirit in the image and likeness of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:42-49).  During this time, the Lord will restore Israel back to their land, the redemption of the inheritance will be completed and a dual marriage will be consummated, both Christ and His bride (a select portion called out from the Church) along with God and His wife, Israel. 

The graph below shows Man’s Day of six thousand years from the perspective of creation week, the dispensations, and the jubilees:
Creation Week
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5
	Day 6
	Day 7

	4000 B.C.
	3000 B.C.
	2000 B.C.
	1000 B.C.
	1000 A.D.
	2000 A.D.
	3000 A.D.


	Adam			   Abraham 		Jesus Christ 	       Present 	    Kingdom 	 
40 Jubilees	           	   40 Jubilees 		40 Jubilees =	    120 Jubilees (50) 	
	2000 years		   2000 years		2000 years = 	    6,000 yrs.

The first row shows creation restored within six days of work and ending on the seventh day of rest.  The second and remaining rows show Man’s Day from Adam (4000 B.C.) to the present, which totals 120 jubilee years or 6,000 years, with Man’s Day coming to a close and the Kingdom Age of one thousand years approaching.

The first dispensation was from Adam to Abraham lasting 40 Jubilees or 2,000 years.  The second dispensation began with Abraham and ended with the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, a period of another 40 Jubilees or almost 2,000 years (short of seven years).  The third and final dispensation of Man’s Day began on the day of Pentecost and will end when Christ returns, a period that will consist of another 40 Jubilees or 2,000 plus seven years (Tribulation).  Then Christ will return and restore the Jewish people back to the land, ushering in the Messianic Era, the fourth dispensation lasting 1,000 years, the Day of Rest.  

God provides another example of the timeline in which Man’s Day will come to an end — the Third Day.  There is significance in the times and order of God's actions.  They are examples set for us to follow so that we may know His plan and be prepared.  One of these examples of the third day, of three thousand years of Man's Day (from Pentecost to the end of this age), is recorded in the book of Jonah:

	Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of 	the fish three days and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish’s belly. 

And he said: “I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, and He answered me. Out of the belly of Sheol I cried . . .

. . . Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my God . . .

. . . Salvation is of the Lord.” . . . 

So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,

“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.

So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. . . . .” 
	(Jonah 1:17; 2:1, 2a, 6b, 9b, 10; 3:1-3a)

Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days.  He was raised up on the third day.  In the book of Matthew when Jesus was ministering to the scribes and Pharisees, He brought up the significance of Jonah and the three days as a sign for the coming of the Son of Man: 

But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

The men of Nineveh (Gentiles) will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 

The queen of the South (Gentile) will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.” 
(Matthew 12:39-42)

In the above Scripture, Jonah is presented as a type of Christ.  In verse 40, Jesus is speaking of His own death and resurrection.  He then speaks of the “men of Nineveh” or the saved from among the Gentiles (Christians) who, unlike the Jewish people, believed in the Son of Man and will rise up and rule on the Third Day, after two thousand years from Christ’s resurrection. 

We can also see the significance of the Third Day with Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Jesus was crucified and was dead for two days and on the third day, He was resurrected.  The number of days of Jesus’ death and resurrection coincide with the number of years (in thousands) for the rapture and resurrection of the Church. 

From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. (Matthew 16:21)

	For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 	according to the Scriptures, 

and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3, 4)

	Come, and let us return to the Lord; for He has torn, but He will heal us; He has 	stricken, but He will bind us up. 

After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight. (Hosea 6:1-2)

This verse of Scripture, Hosea 6:1-2, is a prophecy directed to the nation of Israel, a prophecy indicating that after two thousand years from Pentecost, after being scattered and held captive among the nations, Israel will be restored.  And for Christians as well, this is the hope that God will revive and raise them up two thousand years from Pentecost, on the third day, to be with Him. 

Another example of the Third Day is revealed in Lazarus’ death and resurrection.  Four days after Lazarus’ sickness and near death, Jesus is called to come and heal him.  However, Jesus stays away two more days; and, on the third day, He raises Lazarus from the dead.  This typifies two thousand years from Pentecost until the rapture and a total of six thousand years from Adam.  This reflects the time when the Lord is away and when Israel is in a state of sickness until the Lord returns.  On the third day, Israel will be redeemed and the earthly promises made to Israel will be awarded to them.

This is what Jesus said when he heard that Lazarus was sick: 


When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 

Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea 	again." . . . 

. . . “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.” (John 11:4-7, 11b)

God’s timing to accomplish His purpose is perfect. Man’s Day, which includes six thousand years from Adam to Christ’s second return, or two thousand years from Pentecost to Christ’s second return, is surely coming to a close. 

God allotted this time for the purpose of accomplishing His work in redeeming man by and through the work of the Holy Spirit, to call on those who will hear His Word and by faith believe on Jesus Christ and then overcome in their lives by being obedient to Him until the end.  All of which is mandatory in order to have a part in Christ’s millennial kingdom. 



Part Two
Day of the Lord: The Millennial Kingdom

Prologue Continuation

Christ announces:

“Our mission is to bring order out of disorder and to bring peace out of chaos.  From the heavens, we will rule over the nations until all Gentile rule and all authority and power is put down. All enemies will be put down, and war will not exist among the nations any longer.  You are kings and priests of the Most High, and you shall possess power to rule over the nations.  Go, rule over your designated cities and execute true justice, show mercy and compassion to all.  In this day govern in peace and righteousness.  I will dwell on my Holy Mountain, Zion, in the midst of My people, and sit on David’s throne, as well as My own throne with you in My kingdom of the heavens.  The twelve tribes of Israel will possess the land of Israel and rule over the Gentile nations.” 

At that moment all the saints rise and say,

	“Blessed be our King, blessed be our Rock, forever and ever!  We serve You, we praise 	You, we glorify You, O Lord!  Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; and let 	them say among the nations, ‘The Lord reigns!’”

After the Messiah’s announcement the crowd disperses and proceeds to their assigned stations. As Brave Heart is walking to his section, someone pats him on the back to get his attention.  He turns around to see who it is.  To his surprise, he is thrilled to meet up with his favorite group of saints.  He recognizes his earthly wife and his friends that were part of his Church on earth.  Joy fills his heart and he cries,

	“Praise God!  How awesome this is!”
 
He hugs everyone and they begin to converse about their experiences. 

On earth, Israel has been restored to the twelve tribes and is placed as the head of the nations.  The twelve kings appointed over the twelve tribes are the twelve apostles that had walked with Jesus at His first coming.  As promised from the Lord, the borders of the land are divided as an inheritance among the twelve tribes.  A portion of the land is set aside for the Lord, the holy district.  This holy district contains the priests and in the center is the sanctuary of the Lord.  

The Holy Mountain contains gates named after the twelve tribes of Israel and the name of the mountain is: THE LORD IS THERE.  The Lord will reign on the Holy Mountain Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is called the City of Truth and the remnant of His people shall be blessed.  They shall be given the fruit of the vine and the increase of the ground.  No longer will they ever bear the curse among the nations, but will be strong and prosperous.  And Israel will carry God's message to the ends of the earth for one thousand years.  They shall not act in an unrighteous manner, nor shall they speak lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth, for they shall feed their flocks with truth. 

The Gentiles who survived the Tribulation make up the nations on the earth.  Since they still possess the old sin nature, they bear children who also need to be redeemed.  Israel's priestly role will be to feed the nations with God’s message.  At this time, God restores a unified pure language among all nations in the worship of Him.  Then all of God’s people came from all nations to worship Him at Mount Zion. 

Many nations arrive and say,

	“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, He will teach us His ways, and we 	shall walk in His paths.” 

The tabernacle that is called the “Holiest of All” has the Ark of the Covenant overlaid on all sides with gold; it contains the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.  Above it is the cherub of glory overshadowing the Mercy Seat.  And sitting on the mercy seat is Christ Jesus, filling the temple with all of His glory.  He reigns and prospers, and He executes judgment and righteousness on the earth.  Throughout the earth, there is peace.  The wolf dwells with the lamb, the leopard lies down with the young goat, the calf and the young lion are together; and, a little child leads them.  The cow and the bear graze alongside each other, as their young ones lie down together.  The lion eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child plays by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child puts his hand in the viper’s den.  They shall not hurt nor destroy in all His kingdom, for the earth is full of the knowledge of the Lord and all have peace. 

Back in the kingdom of heaven, Brave Heart delights in his priestly rule over the cities to which he is assigned on earth.  In spirit, he travels to earth to oversee the people and promote righteousness.   His responsibility is to govern the cities with justice and in peace, to encourage all to keep God’s statutes, to declare Christ’s righteousness, and to exalt the Lord and promote worship at His footstool.  It never ceases to amaze him as he shares the actual throne with Christ, the riches of glory that he has been awarded from God, the splendor of the kingdom, knowing that he is in the place he had always dreamed of and now is experiencing. 

The glory of the Lord needs no tabernacle filled with the golden censor or the ephod, the breastplate, the golden lampstand, table of showbread, the altar of incense or the bronze laver, for the Lord Himself replaces all these things.  He alone provides the Light, the cleansing, the sacrifice and the life. 

Furthermore, Brave Heart receives the supernatural sustenance that comes from the Manna and the Tree of Life that enables him to function effectively as a co-ruler in Christ’s kingdom.  And the most awesome part of the kingdom is the ability to see and be with Christ, to have a special intimacy with Him. 

Now the thousand years is finished and Satan is released by God to deceive the nations of the earth once again.  And as a result of Satan’s deceptive acts, the world’s armies gather for battle against God as they have done before.  Brave Heart and the others know this is God’s ultimate plan that will close out the millennial age, to make an end of sins, to finish the transgression, and to seal up vision and prophecy.  Then Christ will deliver the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  Brave Heart knows that Christ will reign until He has put all enemies under His feet and the last enemy to be destroyed is Death, so that God His Father may be all in all.

The nations gather together, with millions of soldiers, and surround Mount Zion.

Brave Heart tells the others, 

	“Why do the nations rage and the people plot such a vain thing?” 

And the nations counsel together against the Lord and against His Son, saying, 

	“Let us break their bonds in pieces and cast away their cords form us.”

And the Lord God who sits in the heavens laughs at them and holds them in derision.

With the breath of God, fire comes down out of heaven and devours all of them..  The devil who deceived them is cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are, and they are tormented day and night forever.  And the earth and the works that are in it are burned up as the elements melt with fervent heat and all creation is dissolved. 

Afterwards, Brave Heart and all other saints enter the throne room of God to witness the Great White Throne Judgment.  It is called the Great White Throne because of the great multitude that now surrounds God’s throne.  God, as Head of the throne, with Christ at His right hand, along with all the saints who are arrayed in white linen, is seated.  God is ready to judge all of the unsaved.  First, the sea delivers up the dead and then Hades delivers up the rest of the dead.  Books are opened and the dead are judged according to the things that were written in the books, according to their works.  Then Death and Hades, along with all who were not found written in the Book of Life, are cast into the lake of fire. 

Immediately following, a great noise is heard and the heavens are seen passing away, being on fire as their elements dissolve.  Brave Heart and the others stand in amazement as they witness this occurrence, saying, 

	“The end of the millennial age is here, now all things are made new.”

. . . to be continued


The kingdom of heaven is near; within our reach. The Third Day, the Seventh Day, will begin the Day of the Lord — the Messianic Era.  The Seventh Day is a reference to the Day of Rest, which will begin after 6,000 years from Adam (the first Adam), that which is foreshadowed by the seven days in Genesis 1:1-2; 3.  The Third Day is a reference to the Day of Resurrection, which will begin after 2,000 years from Pentecost (from Christ’s Resurrection; the last Adam), that which is foreshadowed by the third day of creation in Genesis 1:9-10 (the waters signifying baptism and resurrection).  And Scripture equates the Day of the Lord with the Lord’s Day.  In light of the context of Revelation 1:10, we see that John’s reference to the “Lord’s Day” is a reference to the future Day of the Lord.  Their meaning is one and the same. 

John was not only raptured to heaven but he was transported forward in time to the end of this dispensation where he saw Christ as Judge in the midst of the Church.  From this point forward, matters surrounding first the Church and then Israel have to do with judgment and redemption during the Lord’s Day, the Day of the Lord.  And you will find in the prophecies recorded in the Old Testament that the Day of the Lord is always associated with the Lord’s judgment and afterwards, with redemption (Joel 2:1-11; Amos 5:16-27; Zephaniah 1:2-18; Zechariah 14:1-15; Malachi 4:1-6).  During this time, at the end of 6,000 years of Man’s Day, “the kingdoms of this world” will become “the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15). 

The redemption of the inheritance will be completed at this time.  Then, the bride will be revealed as Christ’s wife.  Satan and his angels will no longer hold the scepter of rulership over the earth, because Christ the King with His consort queen will finally hold it. 

The Day of the Lord, the Messianic Era, is referred to as “the times of restoration of all things” in Acts 3:19-21:

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before,

whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.

During the Day of the Lord, a period of one thousand years, there will be a restoration of all things through Christ’s work as Priest and King according to the order of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:15-17) in which He will administer cleansing and judgment over the nations of the earth until He (along with His bride and God’s wife, Israel) has put down all rule, all power, and all authority.  “For He [along with His bride] must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25).

Christ will have a dual reign during this time.  Christ’s rule from the heavens will include his co-heirs (His bride taken from His body), who will have power and authority over the nations of the earth.  Christ’s rule on earth will include Israel, who, in conjunction with those in the heavens, will also have power and authority over the nations of the earth.  The kingdom that man was created to rule will consist of two spheres — an earthly sphere and a heavenly sphere:

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10)
	
“Therefore wait for Me,” says the Lord, “until the day I rise up for plunder; My determination is to gather the nations to My assembly of kingdoms” . . . . 
(Zephaniah 3:8a)
	

Numbers are very significant in the Word of God.  The number three represents divine perfection and the number seven represents completion.  Three reflects the trinity, the third day of Christ’s resurrection, and the third one thousand year period from Pentecost — the kingdom age.  Seven reflects the Seventh Day of rest, the Sabbath, and the seventh one-thousand year period from Adam — the kingdom age. 

An example of the redemptive timeline associated with the Seventh Day is recorded in chapter six of the book of Joshua, a passage that pertains to the destruction of Jericho:

Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in.

And the Lord said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.

You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days.

And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.

It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.” (Joshua 6:1-5) 

But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times.

And the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city!” (Joshua 6:15, 16)

	 
In the previous Scripture of Joshua 6:1-16, the typology has to do with Israel.  It has to do with Israel’s repentance immediately after the Tribulation and their faith in the Lord.  It is a similar picture of what will occur at the end of this age.   Upon Israel’s repentance at the end of the Tribulation, Christ will return as all of Israel will then believe in the Lord.   At this point in time, Israel will once again gain the city of Jerusalem and rule and reign for one thousand years. 
 
By the same analogy, at the end of six thousand years, with the sound of His trumpet and His great shout, all of the Church will rise up, and upon issues and determinations at the Judgment Seat of Christ, those who had remained faithful during their earthly tenure will be chosen as the Bride of Christ and will be rewarded with entering and inheriting the kingdom.  On the Seventh Day, Israel will inherit the earthly portion of the kingdom, and the Bride will inherit the heavenly portion of the kingdom.

Therefore, it will be our faith that will bring about our victory in gaining the kingdom in the age to come, just as it was Israel’s faith that brought about the fall of Jericho, allowing them their victory in gaining the earthly kingdom.  We see this recorded in Hebrews 11:30:  “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.” 

. . . Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!

For the Lord Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth.

He will subdue the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.

He will choose our inheritance for us, the excellence of Jacob whom He loves. Selah

God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!

For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding.

God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne.

The princes of the people have gathered together, the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. (Psalm 47)

	For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 	archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then, we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17)

On the Seventh Day, after six thousand years from Adam, the Day of the Lord will begin.  The rest in Hebrews chapters three and four is patterned after God’s own rest on the seventh day after creation.  In Hebrews, it is a rest associated with entering the kingdom of heaven, which will be awarded to overcomers who have finished their work for God while living on earth.  But this rest is not automatic; it is conditional, requiring diligence and faithful obedience to God.  The truth is that most Christians today, like the Israelites of the past, will not qualify.

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice,

Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness,

Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and saw My works forty years.

Therefore I was angry with that generation, and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways.’

So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’” (Hebrews 3:7-11)

For the Israelites under Moses, God’s rest was to be the entrance and inheritance of the earthly Promised Land.  For Christians, God’s rest is to be the entrance and inheritance of the heavenly portion of the millennial kingdom.  And by understanding the Third Day and the Seventh Day as it relates to the Day of the Lord, we can begin to discern the signs of the times, the end of this age. 

Part Three
Eternal Ages

At the end of the millennium, after all things have been brought under subjection, Christ will then deliver the kingdom and place all things, including Himself, under subjection to God the Father, as the last enemy, death, is destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

Prologue Continued…

Brave Heart recalls the vision, witnessing God out of heaven pouring down fire at the multiple millions who make up the world’s armies, who surround the beloved city, Jerusalem and the saints.  God saves His people, the saints from the Holy City and the redeemed from the Gentile nations.  He then witnesses the devil and his angels being cast into the lake of fire, who will be tormented day and night.  At the great white throne judgment all of the unsaved are cast into the lake of fire with the devil and his angels. He then observers God, who commands the destruction of the earth and the heavens with fire; and, after the elements of the earth and the heavens melt away, Brave Heart sees the formation of a new heaven and a new earth.  God then brings down the holy city, New Jerusalem, to be the capital of the new earth. 

While Brave Heart and all the saints from the kingdom of heaven witness in amazement the marvelous works of God, suddenly there is heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and be their God.   And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.

Christ rises from His throne and declares,

	“Behold, I make all things new. It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 		Beginning and the End.”

Brave Heart and the others stand and shout,

“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty!  Just and true are Your ways, O King!  Praise You, Lord!  Praise You forever and ever!”

Then one of the seven angels came up to Brave Heart and the rest of the bride saying, 

“Come, I will show to you, bride of Christ, the great city, the New Jerusalem, which has come down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”

They stand amazed in front of the great wall that encompasses the city.  It has twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.  The city is laid out as a square having three gates on its east side, three gates on its north side, three gates on its south side, and three gates on its west side.  The wall of the city is founded on twelve huge stones and on them are the names of the twelve apostles of Christ.  

The bride enters in, following the angel.  The angel has a tool to measure the city, its gates, and its wall.  The city is shaped as a cube.  Each section of the wall measures 1400 miles wide and 1400 miles high.  Each section is 200 feet thick.  Brave Heart moves to a higher level in order to view the city.  The city gives out its light, as a very bright shining jasper stone and clear as crystal.  The city is made of pure gold and the foundations of the wall are covered with all kinds of precious stones.  The twelve gates are made of pearl and the street leading up to the city is paved of pure gold.

The new earth seems twice as large as the one it replaced, with the New Jerusalem in all its glory positioned on top of it.  There is no need for a temple inside the city, for the Lord God Almighty and Christ Jesus are there.  And there is no longer a sun or a moon needed for light, for the glory of God gives a far superior light to the city.  As the multitudes of believers come out of their places, some from the lake of fire and some from outer darkness, they are gathered together in front of the city to enter the gates.  The angels escort them accordingly to their gates.  Brave Heart and the rest of the bride are inside the city square waiting for all of these believers to walk in and join them.  All those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life will dwell in the New Jerusalem with God the Father and His Son. They all are joined together with Brave Heart and the rest of the bride. 

As the multiple thousands of believers walk into the city, they are escorted to the throne of God and of His Christ.  From now on they shall see death no more, nor sorrow, nor pain.  There will be no more crying, for God has wiped away every tear from their eyes.  Their days past are forgotten and there is no memory of them ever again.  As the believers approach the throne, they are speechless.  A pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the middle of the street and on both sides of the river, are trees of life, each bearing twelve fruits every month.  The leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations; therefore, there is no longer a curse on the land or the people.  Those who compose the bride have now put on the image and likeness of God.  They are blessed forever.  They see God face to face, and His name is placed on their foreheads.  They shall all serve and reign with Him for the multiple ages that follow and which will never end. 

End of Prologue

The End…and a New Beginning.

At the end of the Seventh Day, on the eighth day, the eternal ages will begin, when Christ Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the Father so that the Father may be “all in all” (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).  New Jerusalem, the capital of the earth, will stand on the earth and will be the center of universal government.  God the Father will dwell in this city, with His Son, and will administer the rule of the universe through His servants.  Therefore, man will not only rule over the new earth but the entire universe as well. 

When the eternal ages begin, there will be a complete restoration of the land, flowing with milk and honey and a complete restoration of man, without sin and death.  At this point in time, God's plans and purposes relative to mankind and the rule of the universe will be accomplished. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away. Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” . . . And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. . . .”  (Revelation 21:4, 5a, 6a)

During this time, all of God’s men and women servants will possess the image and likeness of God as it was in the beginning when God first created man.  All Christians will possess a glorified, spiritual (animated by the Spirit, not blood), and immortal body, which will endure throughout all the eternal ages.  No longer will man be bound by a mortal or natural body requiring food and water, or subject to pain and suffering. 

And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man (Christ). (1 Corinthians 15:49)

This will be the perfect picture beyond the millennium, a restoration of righteousness, after complete order once again exists in God’s universal kingdom.  And man, in that day, will finally realize God’s purpose for His creation.  During the eternal ages man will exercise positions of power and authority throughout the entire universe in God’s kingdom.  And at this time, the saved Gentile nations and those Christians not holding positions of rulership during the millennium will be brought into and have a part in this eternal rule.  And all Christians, with bodies animated by the Spirit, will serve and worship God the Father throughout the eternal ages.

In light of the story of Brave Heart, knowing the sequence of things to come and what must shortly take place, we should make it our aim to live for God daily, to pattern ourselves after Christ.  We must plant in our minds the events that are forthcoming and realize the purpose for our creation.  After understanding the events of the future, do you realize that we are called for a larger purpose than we ever thought possible?  The promise of a glorious inheritance is not something to take lightly.  Christ paid the price in order that we may be partakers of the throne with Him in that future Day.  He left us an example that we are to follow — death followed by resurrection — the loss of our life now that we may gain our life in the age to come.

	Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered outside the gate.
	
	Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.
 
	For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.
(Hebrews 13:12-14) 

Throughout the Gospels, while Jesus walked the earth and ministered to all people, the center of His teachings was this:

	 Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matthew 4:17)

God sent His Son to preach the message of the forthcoming millennial kingdom and not the eternal ages.  Actually little is mentioned in the Word about the events of the eternal ages following the millennium. 

However, Scripture does reveal that the beginning of the eternal ages marks the end of all things on earth — all things will pass away.  For the overcomers who will qualify to rule and reign with Christ during the millennium, they will continue to have positions of rulership throughout the eternal ages.  They will have the privilege and honor to be with Christ and see all things come to pass during and after the millennium.  They will be co-heirs with Christ for one thousand years, before the eternal ages, possessing glorified bodies.  And after this, they will continue ruling (in a different capacity) with Him in the New Jerusalem, to serve God in honor and glory throughout the eternal ages. 

And this is why the whole counsel of God is so important to know, to retain and to minister — all of the Good News:  the gospel of grace (for one’s salvation of the spirit) and the gospel of glory (for one’s acceptance to reign in the millennial kingdom and throughout the eternal ages).  The gospel of glory is about setting up the kingdom first in order to restore all things for the opening of the eternal ages. 

	and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 

whom heaven 	must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the 	mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. (Acts 3:20, 21)

	But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 	away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 	the works that are in it will be burned up. . . .

Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:10, 13)

The Day of the Lord (the Messianic Era) will be a time before the eternal ages to bring order to all things and to cleanse God’s people so that at the close of that Day, all things will be restored, enemies will be put down and righteousness will dwell.  The present heavens and earth will be burned.  Then, the new heavens and new earth will be formed.  The descent of the holy city, the New Jerusalem, to the new earth will mark the beginning of the eternal ages.


Part Four
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Time Is It?

Since God is omniscient, there is no such thing as an unknown event for Him. 

Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me,
 
declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure. (Isaiah 46:9-10)

God planned the end from the beginning of time.  The end is revealed from the beginning of Genesis in the seven days of creation.  It reveals the history of man, in which man would live on the earth for six days, 6,000 years, followed by a day of rest, which is the seventh day or the seventh one thousand year period — namely, the millennial reign of Christ.  

The following eighth day marks the beginning of the eternal ages.  God’s incredible wisdom is shown declaring the end from the beginning in a “type,” which is seen in the first few pages of the book of Genesis.  In light of His omniscience and great power, we can realize that God’s view of time, along with all its components, is not limited.

____________________________________________________________
Eternity Past				Present				Eternity Future

For example, as you see in the line-graph above, you are able to view the entire graph at once.  You can see events in eternity past, present and eternity future all at the same time.  In the same manner, God is able to view the future, as well as the present and the past, and declare the end from the beginning.  It is absolutely astounding!  And from the beginning, God planned everything for mans’ good, from eternity past to eternity future.  

Although we do not know the exact hour in which this end-time will occur, God did provide prophetic insight to and through His prophets, revealing many signs in Scripture to give us ample warning so we can be prepared.  Many Bible students have proclaimed the actual date of the time of the end.  Yet, none have succeeded.  Throughout Scripture, we are warned to be well prepared for His return, ready to stand unashamed at the judgment seat of Christ.  

Everything in Scripture moves toward the goal of the coming kingdom, things having to do with Christian preparedness in view of Christ’s return and the coming kingdom. Christians are to watch for Him daily and be prepared with good works. We are not to be consumed with the exact day and hour of His return.  

The words concerning the redemption of the inheritance during the time of the end have been “closed up and sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9), and at that time, the Lamb of God will be proclaimed by His angels to be worthy to open the seals and fulfill all prophesy once and for all (Revelation 5:5).  The signs of the times, however, do reveal the close proximity of the end-time: 

Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven.

He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’;

and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.” (Matthew 16:1-3)
	
God reveals His plans and purposes through His Word to all His servants, including the sequence in which His plans will come to pass:  

Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets. (Amos 3:7)

When God dealt with man in the past and closed a dispensation in judgment, He always gave ample warning.  He gave many signs to make it evident that some great event was about to take place.  The building of the Ark and Noah’s preaching were sure signs before the flood.  Before God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, He sent angels to warn believers to flee to the mountains.

Also, when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey, accompanied by His followers as they held the palms, all Israel should have perceived this sign as revealing their Messiah who would enter the city, be crucified, and be resurrected.  For the Jews were given ample warning in the Old Testament as seen in Zechariah 9:9:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.

And just as it was then, so it is in our generation.  God has given us signs of His coming and of the end of this age.

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3)

A major sign given concerning Christ’s second return is mentioned in Matthew 24:32-34 in the Parable of the Fig Tree:

Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 

So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near — at the doors! 

Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 

This passage refers to the events mentioned in verses 29-31.  At the end of the Tribulation, Christ will return and gather the Jews from the four corners of the earth, bringing them back to their land.  At this time Israel will be restored as a nation again, and this event is a sign of the end of the age.  Jesus said that the generation that sees the fulfillment of these wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes, followed by Israel becoming a nation again, will see His return. 

And all these things mentioned in Matthew 24:29-31, which are to take place in this generation includes the Tribulation, the Antichrist and the appearance of Christ in glory.  And prior to these events of the Tribulation, the Church will be removed from the earth in what is commonly referred to as “the rapture.” 

In looking at all three dispensations (see Diagram 1), we believe that we are very close to the end of six thousand years, which composes Man’s Day.  From the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ around 30 A.D. until the end of this present dispensation totaling 2,000 years marks the year 2030.  It is the author’s belief that at approximately this time will mark the removal of the Church, the end of Man's day.  

Seven years later, approximately during the year 2037, would be the beginning of the Seventh one thousand year period — the Messianic Era.  However, we need to remember that the year given is only approximate and only God knows the exact date and time of the end of this age.  But given the signs from God, we have ample warning and should prepare ourselves for His return at any moment. 

The book of Daniel is a testimony showing how God works out His promises through His servants even in the courts of pagan rulers.  Daniel was given understanding and visions to foresee future events at the end of Man's Day. 

Daniel's visions for the Seventy Weeks Prophecy were given by God during the Babylonian exile and during the reign of Darius in 539 B.C., after the temple had been destroyed in 586 B.C., and for the purpose of foretelling future events concerning the end of the age.  Actually, all of the book of Daniel is prophesy concerning the time of the end, which is further understood in corresponding passages, which are revealed in the companion book of Revelation.  Therefore, we will begin the seventy weeks prophecy given in Daniel’s time and follow it through to the close of this age. 


THE SEVENTY-WEEKS PROPHECY

Daniel 9:20-27:

Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy mountain of my God,

yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering.

And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand.

At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:

Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.

And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined.

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”

In the first part of chapter nine in the book of Daniel, Daniel’s prayer to God begins with a humble request to bless the city of Jerusalem and the people of Israel.  It was 538 B.C. and Daniel did not have a temple to worship in, for it had been destroyed; therefore, he asked God to restore the temple and rebuild the city. Then, in Daniel 9:21, the angel Gabriel came to him, telling him that at the beginning of Daniel’s prayer and request to God, the command went out to give him the vision of the end times, that the temple would be restored and the city rebuilt.

The first temple, built by Solomon, was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.  In 516 B.C., the temple was rebuilt.  This second temple was lavishly renovated by Herod the Great and completed in 64 A.D.  In 70 A.D., forty years after the Messiah’s ascension, the temple was completely destroyed and the nation of Israel was once again under captivity.  

The seventy year desolations of Jerusalem would continue until a span of 490 (seventy times seven) years had been accomplished for the Jews — then the end would come.  Daniel 9:2b: 

	. . . that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

In Daniel 9:24, the prophecy begins with the revealing of the time of the end: “Seventy weeks are determined” for the people of Israel and for the holy city.  Seventy weeks may also be translated seventy “sevens.” “Weeks” translated in the Hebrew language means “sevened, specifically a week of years, i.e., seven years.” Therefore, a seventy week exile would be expected to last for seven times seventy years — 490 years. 

In Daniel 9:25, Gabriel tells Daniel “that from the going forth of the command” (from verse 23) to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks (49 years) and sixty-two weeks (434 years); that the city of Jerusalem with its wall shall be built again.  This happened in 445 BC (lasting 49 years) and then again between 397 through 30 AD (434 years), which totaled 483 years.  

Christ’s crucifixion and ascension followed, which set aside the time structure for the nation of Israel, for the creation of the Church.  Prophetic events affecting the nation of Israel have been set aside until the beginning of the Tribulation.  The future Tribulation, lasting seven years, will complete the 490 years (seventy weeks) of God’s dealings with Israel and will bring the present age to a close.

The desolation of 70 A.D. brought about the total destruction of the city and the temple of Jerusalem.  Daniel 9:26, states “the end of it shall be with a flood,” in which the word “flood” is best translated as “outrageous, overwhelming or overflowing.” And these desolations have continued and will continue for the nation of Israel until the 490 years are accomplished.

The Antichrist will arise opening the seven year Tribulation (verse 27), and once again Israel’s time clock will begin.  At this time the Church will have been removed to heaven and will no longer be in view.  The temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem.  After three and a half years, the Antichrist will set up the “abomination of desolation” (Matthew 24:15) in the new holy temple, i.e., a statue of the beast will be erected in the temple for worship until the consummation of the age.  Christ’s return will bring about this consummation.

OUTLINE OF GOD’S PLANS

1. The original creation, Genesis 1:1
2. Satan’s rebellion along with a third of the angels, Genesis 1:2a
3. The earth restored, Genesis 1:2b-2:25
4. Creation of man in the image and likeness of God, Genesis 1:26-28
5. Satan’s entrance into the Garden of Eden and the fall of man, Genesis 3
6. God’s covenant with Abraham and the nation of Israel, Genesis 11:31; Malachi 4:6
7. The first advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
8. The kingdom of heaven rejected and Jesus Christ crucified and resurrected; Old Testament saints resurrected (“Christ the firstfruits”), Gospels; 1 Corinthians 15:23
9. The new creation; the one new man in Christ; the Church formed, Gospels; Epistles of Paul
10. Resurrection and rapture of the Church, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; Revelation 1:7-10
11. Judgment Seat of Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 2-4
12. Seven year Tribulation, Daniel 9:27
13. 144,000 Jews are sealed and preach the gospel of the kingdom to all the world, Matthew 24:14, Revelation 7:1-8
14. The Antichrist appears, Revelation 6:1,2; Daniel 7:8
15. Antichrist makes covenant with Israel; Israel rebuilds Holy Temple in Jerusalem, Daniel 9:27, Amos 9:11, Acts 15:16
16. Satan and his angels expelled from heaven and cast to the earth, Revelation 12:7
17. Great Tribulation begins; middle of the week (middle of 7 years); Antichrist breaks covenant with Israel; Antichrist sets up an image of the beast in the Holy Temple, which is known as the “abomination of desolation”, Daniel 8:13-14; 9:27; Revelation 13:15
18. Reaping the Earth’s Harvest: separating the wheat from the tares, Revelation 14:14-16
19. Reaping the Grapes of Wrath: the wrath of God against the tares; seven last plagues (bowl judgments) completing the wrath of God, Revelation 14:17-20
20. Antichrist and False Prophet gather their armies together to prepare for the battle of Armageddon, Revelation 16:14,16
21. Fall of Babylon, Revelation 18:1-24
22. The second advent of our Lord Jesus Christ; the Day of the Lord, Revelation 19:11
23. The battle of Armageddon; Christ defeats Antichrist, False Prophet and their armies; Antichrist and False Prophet cast into the lake of fire, Revelation 19:17-21
24. Christ defeats Satan and binds him for 1000 years, Revelation 20:1-3
25. The nation of Israel restored and becomes a blessing to all nations, Isaiah 61-62
26. The Messianic Era begins; a dual kingdom established: one on earth (12 tribes of Israel) and in heaven (bride of Christ); both rule and reign with Christ for 1000 years, Revelation 20:4
27. After 1000 years, Satan released by God and deceives the nations once again, Revelation 20:7-8
28. Great battle against God (Gog and Magog); Satan cast into the lake of fire, Revelation 20:8b-10
29. The Great White Throne Judgment and lake of fire for all the unsaved, Revelation 20:11-15
30. The earth and heaven destroyed and all things made new: The New Jerusalem; The eternal ages begin, Revelation 21-22:5
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